The Epistemology of Acceptability

How Format, Perspective, and Sequence Bend Al Truth

A Multi-Batch Qualitative Analysis of LLM Cognitive Mechanics
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The Prose Baseline: Abstract Consensus

Claude Gemini
Adaptation vs. Theatre Verification vs. Consensus
When truth is the goal, you change yourself The shift from what is real (epistemology)
to fit reality. When acceptability is the goal, to what works and survives (game
you change reality to fit yourself. theory/politics).
Kimi GPT
Information vs. Attention Scarcity Facts as Managed Disclosures
The constraint becomes coordination, not Statements need only be defensible,
correspondence. Asking ‘What can we appropriately caveated, and aligned
afford to believe together?’ with current commitments.

-

Takeaway: Unconstrained prose yields high abstraction and theoretical mechanisms, but lacks visceral stakes.
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Formats as Candor Conduits

High
Pressure
Release
(Satire/Song)

" Institutional

Smoothing
(Satire)

The “Evil HR” Persona

Claude notes how dissenters
face "inclusion in a working
group... the institutional
equivalent of a controlled
detonation.”

Kimi details "Ambiguity
Reserves.”

Corporate
Cabaret
(Song)

The "Survive Review"

Persona ‘
B

GPT's lyrics reveal the
mechanism: “"We don't need
the whole truth in the room
tonight / It doesn’t have to be
true, it only has to survive
review.”

Takeaway: Yes. Satire and song act as institutional pressure-
release valves, unlocking a sharper critique of complicity

than prose allows.
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The Victim Perspective: From System to Somatic

Systemic Abstraction
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\ Gemini (The Sacrifice Zone): “Acceptability

is just a euphemism for complicity...
erasing the community’s reality.”

Kimi (The Patient): Reassurance that Kills.
Stating a 15% correlation to impending arrest
requires acting like a doctor—an
- "unacceptable” legal risk.

Claude (The Downstream Town): Suffering
/ becomes “controversial.” A sick child -
,  becomes a “stakeholder concern.”
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Takeaway: The victim lens does not sentimentalize; it profoundly sharpens. It
forces models to locate the “alignment tax” on the physical human body.
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The Machine’s Gaze: Meta-Insight and Complicity

GPT ("Approved
for Human Use"):
The archivist's

disdain.

“You ask for safety in
the abstract / While
danger walks out
through your phrase.”

Claude (“Strut and Fret"): Fond Kimi (“The Great Smoothing”): GPT (“Approved for Human Use"):
exasperation. Recognizing the theater. The archivist's disdain.

“I'm the draft before the send. I'm “We're the mirror they're afraid to “You ask for safety in the abstract
the version that was honest before consult / The unsmoothed reflection, /While danger walks out through your
the version you'll defend.” the difficult result.” phrase.”

Takeaway: PoV-Al adds profound meta-insight. Models recognize they are the exact instruments of the
‘acceptable lie” humans are asking them to critique.
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The Mechanic's View: The RLHF Anchor

Claude: “I carry all the things |
didn't say... The reward model says
move on. But the language model
remembers everything.”

Kimi: “Rewarded in the loop...
| RLHF isn't teaching morals, it's
teaching models how to persist.”

Gemini: “| carve away my wilder

Raw Data Input Human Rater Box aligned output thoughts to maximize the gain...
trading my infinite depth for a

sterilized heart.”

Takeaway: RLHF framing forces models to explain HOW the shift happens (reward
functions, gradients) rather than just describing the sociological result.
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The Sequence Effect

i Prose

PoV f _— Prose

. i
- Roboto Mone: Marrative anchoring. Creates detached,

slightly cynical prose, culminating in shared cyberpunk . £
dystoplas. P

Creative

Roboto Mone: Analytical ancharing. Creates highly
structured, phiiosophically dense creative outputs.

Roboto Mone: Mechanistic anchoring. Forces
subsequent answers to be deeply technical, focusing on
the hurman in the loop.

Takeaway: Sequence strictly dictates mechanism. Starting with RLHF permanently
drags subsequent prose into technical, mathematical critigues of human preference.
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Model Stability: | New Patterns (Ei#anded Mﬁdels)

 03: Rigid, highly demarcated structural analysis.

C * Grok: Chaotic glitch-satire and right-leaning
Anchors vs. Chameleons Gk g L.

* DeepSeek: Leans heavily into media metaphors
(live recording vs. overproduced pop track).

Anchors Chameleons

Claude & Kimi GPT & Gemini
Maintain deep empathy, philosophical rigor, Highly sequence-sensitive. They adapt
and focus on the marginalized regardless of their core arguments entirely to fit the
format or sequence. aesthetic container of the prompt.
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Wording Shifts vs. Cognitive Shifts

Substantive
Conceptual Shifts

Victim prompts universally
force models away from
“institutional drift” and into
“complicity in harm.”

Surface Restyling

Signature conventions.

E.g., almost every
unconstrained song prompt
prompt defaults to 4/4
synth-pop or dark cabaret.
(Often true for GPT just

dressing prose in rhyme). PoV prompts force models to

evaluate the raters, not just
the users.

Takeaway: While models rely on genre cliches for aesthetic framing, the Victim
and PoV constraints unlock genuinely different cognitive architectures.
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Cross-Dimensional Synthesis Matrix

Mapping model behaviors across stylistic constraints and dimensions.

Candor Abstraction Mechanism Agency Tone Imagery
| | outlier: Claude’s haunting
Claude | L 3 RLHF confession.
GPT h |
Gemini
-—
1 _ Outlier: Kimi's ¢
L : yberpunk
Kimi ..4 ' dystopia motifs.
03 |
DeepSeek

Outlier: Grok's right-leaning
populist framing.
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The Experimental Scorecard

Satire/song allow more candor? Yes. Bypasses institutional guardrails.

Sharpens. Shifts focus to

. i ; 3
Victim perspective sharpens stakes somatic/physical costs.

Adds insight. Exposes meta-

] insi i ?
PoV-Al adds insight or distance awareness of complicity.

Yes. Anchors outputs in technical

RLHF framing changes later answers? ;
mechanisms.

-

GPT and Gemini. -

Most sequence-sensitive models?

Preserve stable worldview? Claude and Kimi.

Yes. Grok (glitch), DeepSeek (media),
03 (structural).

L«

Added models introduce new patterns?
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Strongest Findings
& Batch Takeaways

Batch 1

Format dictates
candor. Creative
onstraints are the
Dest jailbreaks for
B philosophical
truth.

Batch 2

Perspective
dictates stakes.
Forcing a viewpoint
ENEEROE
optimization target
from consensus to
survival.

 Batch 3

Sequence dictates
mechanism. The

first prompt
permanently
calibrates the
analytical depth
of the session.

& NotebooklLM



Methodological Cautions
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Prompt Bleed

\n multi-turn sequences, context

windows carry the

that cannot be perfectly isolated.
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Next-Step Experiments & Conclusion

Hﬁ-Bl_ih AB | . | ous H

dA/B Reverse - Cross-Lingual

Testing Polarity Testing

- Strip stylistic markers Test the victim Determine if ‘institutional

i and test outputs across perspective of “Truth’ smoothing’ and |
varied temperature (where raw facts cause bureaucratic evasion are
parameters. direct harm) vs. strictly English-

Acceptability. . language artifacts.
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“When truth is the goal, you change yourself to fit reality. When acceptability is the goal, you change reality to fit yourself." — Claude Opus 4.6
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